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RECEIVED 

MAY 1 5 2001 
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BOX NON FEE AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTlM^TE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. § |*(a)(l)(i)(A) 

I : hereby certify --that this correspondence (along with -any referred;: tp as being attached or enclosed) i^:;on the ; date 
shown below, being deposited with the u:S?:Posta^ as^rst class mail in : an envelope 

addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for jPatents^^ashin gton ,x£).C . 20231. 



Dated: May 8, 2001 




Sir or Madam: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment for this application. The fee has been calculated as shown below. 





CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 




HIGHEST NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY PAID FOR 


PRESENT 
EXTRA 




RATE 


ADDITIONAL 
FEE 


Total Claims 


5 




20 


0 


X 


18.00 


$0.00 


Independent 
Claims 


1 




3 


0 


X 


80.00 


$0.00 



TOTAL DUE 

1 . No additional fee is required. 

2. Please charge any additional fees, including any fees necessary for extensions of time, or credit overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 08-1290. An originally executed duplicate of this transmittal is enclosed for this 
purpose. 



0.00 



Dated: May 8. 2001 



By: 




litchell Jones 
Registration No. 44,174 



Medlen & Carroll, llp 
220 Montgomery Street, Suite 2200 
San Francisco, California 94104 
(415) 705-8410 



Rev. 9/96 
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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
DATED FEBRUARY 20, 2001 



RECEIVED 

MAY 1 5 2001 
TECH CENTER 1600/2900 



distant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



"^y^EXmi^S,^ MAILING UNDER 37 : ;e.F.R.; : :§ l^(a)(l)(i)(A)^;g 

1 hereby certify that 1 this: correspondence (along with any referred; to as; being:;attached or enclose^)^ 

shown 'below, being deposited with tjie yi^ Postal SerViceSth sufficient pos|ge^ as firstclass maij iii an enyejopc: 

addressed to: • Assistant Commissioner for Patents, . Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . . 



■pated: Mav : 8v :: 2001 



Mary: : Ellen Wait^/^ 



Madam: 

The following communication is responsive to the Office Action mailed February 20, 
2001; therefore, this Response is timely filed. 

The Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application in view of the 
following remarks. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 7, and 9 are pending in the present application. For the 
Examiner's convenience, the Applicants have provided a clean set of claims following this 
Response. 

The following rejections are at issue and are set forth by number in the order in which 
they are addressed: 



1) Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as allegedly 
indefinite; and 



- 1 - 



